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Metanexus Names New Executive Director 
  
PHILADELPHIAŠMetanexus Institute, headquartered in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, announced today that organization founder and executive 
director Dr. William Grassie has stepped aside as executive director, 
but will retain important responsibilities with the organization.  Dr. 
Eric Weislogel, who has been with the organization for five years as 
director of the Institute¹s highly successful Local Societies 
Initiative, will become the new executive director effective October 1.  
The announcement was made by Dr. Kathleen Duffy, S.S.J., president of 
the Metanexus Board of Directors. 
  
William Grassie will continue to serve as executive editor of Metanexus 
Institute¹s online magazine, as Metanexus launches a new publication 
called The Global Spiral in the coming months.  Grassie will also 
continue to travel and speak on behalf of the Institute, and he will 
oversee several initiatives, including the Templeton Research Lectures 
project.  Grassie serves on the Institute¹s governing and academic 
boards. 
  
³We are enormously grateful to William Grassie for his extraordinary 
vision and boundless energy and for a leadership style that has enabled 
the Metanexus Institute to develop so rapidly into a dynamic worldwide 
organization,² said Duffy.  ³At the same time, we have every confidence 
in Eric Weislogel¹s leadership and creativity. His experience in shaping 
Metanexus¹ powerful global network of dialogue groups provides a strong 
platform upon which to build future programs.² 
 
³Change in leadership is healthy,² noted Grassie. ³By giving up the day-
to-day responsibilities of managing this remarkable organization, I hope 
to be able to better serve the institution and its partners in more 
focused ways‹writing and speaking, teaching and networking, publishing 
and fundraising.² 
  
William Grassie began the organization in 1997 with the creation of the 
³Meta-List,² a small-moderated listserv providing scholarly articles and 
dialogue on religion and science.  From an initial list of 600 
subscribers, the forum quickly grew to nearly 9,000 subscribers. The 
publication has evolved into a rich collection of thousands of essays 
from many of the leading scholars of our time.  It receives hundreds of 
thousands of page views every month and has become a primary resource in 
the science and religion dialogue.  The organization has grown into a 
worldwide network of some 300 partners in 43 countries. 
  
Grassie received his doctorate in religion from Temple University in 
1994, where he specialized in the philosophy of religion and science. In 
1995, while teaching in Temple¹s Intellectual Heritage Program, Grassie 
applied for and received a grant from the Templeton Science and Religion 
Course Program.  He taught ³Science and the Sacred² at the University of 
Pennsylvania to general acclaim in the spring of 1996.  With the success 



of the Meta-List in 1997, Grassie and four professors at the University 
of Pennsylvania incorporated in 1998 as the Philadelphia Center for 
Religion and Science (PCRS).  In 2000, the Meta-List became a website, 
www.metanexus.net <http://www.metanexus.net> . 
  
In 2001, PCRS changed its name to the Metanexus Institute on Religion 
and Science to reflect the organization¹s growing international profile 
and to capitalize on the successful website publication. Grassie led the 
Institute through a period of rapid growth, managing a staff of 17 and 
many consultants. The organization has developed and administered 
several hundred projects through strategic alliances, including many 
university-based projects funded by the Templeton Foundation. This past 
spring, Grassie led an delegation to Iran for dialogue on science and 
religion.  This fall, Grassie will lecture in China, Thailand, India, 
and Indonesia as part of Metanexus¹ Local Societies Initiative. 
  
Incoming executive director Dr. Eric Weislogel initiated and developed 
Metanexus¹ growing network of Local Societies from its inception in 
2001. 
He brings to the Institute unique skills, developed in both higher 
education and industry.  Before coming to Metanexus, Weislogel served as 
the manager of business process consulting for UEC Technologies, a unit 
of U.S. Steel, and was assistant professor of philosophy at the Indiana 
University of Pennsylvania from 1990 to1997. Weislogel received his 
masters in philosophy from Villanova University in 1987 and his 
doctorate in philosophy from the Pennsylvania State University in 1995.  
He has published a number of philosophical essays and reviews in such 
journals as Philosophy Today, Idealistic Studies, Philosophy in Review, 
Science and Theology News, and the Journal of the American Academy of 
Religion. Weislogel's main philosophical interest consists in the 
interplay of postmodernism, religion, science, and politics.  
  
Weislogel commented, ³This is a very exciting time in the evolution of 
Metanexus and the worldwide movement to promote transdisciplinary and 
intercultural dialogue on the great questions of our time.  The 
Metanexus Institute is poised to strengthen existing projects and 
resources as it pursues a variety of exciting new ideas. I look forward 
to this leadership opportunity to help Metanexus make a significant 
contribution to education and to global intellectual and cultural life 
in general.² 
  
The Metanexus Institute advances scientific research, education and 
outreach on the constructive engagement of science and religion.  
Metanexus is a leader in a growing network of individuals and groups 
exploring the dynamic interface between cosmos, nature, and culture in 
communities and on campuses throughout the world.  Metanexus sponsors 
dialogue groups, lectures, workshops, research, courses, grants, and 
publications.  Metanexus leads and facilitates over 300 projects in 43 
countries.  Projects include the Local Societies Initiative, the 
Templeton Research Lectures, and topical interdisciplinary research 
projects such as the Spiritual Transformation Scientific Research 
Project, Spiritual Capital, Templeton Advanced Research Program,  and 
other endeavors. A membership organization, Metanexus hosts an online 
journal with over 370,000 monthly page views and 9,000 subscribers in 



57 countries <www.metanexus.net>. 
---------- 
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